Ecthyma gangrenosum: A manifestation of community-acquired Pseudomonas aeruginosa septicemia in three infants.
Pseudomonas aeruginosa sepsis usually carries a high mortality rate in immunocompromised children. Ecthyma gangrenosum is a known cutaneous manifestation due mainly to Pseudomonas infection with or without septicemia. We describe clinical, biological, and therapeutic data. Of those children admitted to the pediatric intensive care unit, three pediatric cases of community-acquired P. aeruginosa septicemia associated with ecthyma gangrenosum were retrospectively reviewed. The three patients were aged 5 months, 9 months, and 1 year. Underlying hypogammaglobulinemia was detected in the oldest patient. Pseudomonas aeruginosa was isolated in all patients in blood and once in cultures of skin lesions and endotracheal aspirate. Two deaths occurred due to septic shock and multisystem organ failure despite numerous aggressive resuscitation attempts. P. aeruginosa sepsis should be treated as early as possible. Recognition of ecthyma gangrenosum allows early diagnosis and prescription of adequate antibiotic therapy without awaiting blood culture reports.